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Meet an 
AG Reader 
Anua. C. 


Age 11, Massachusetts 


my mom and dad, 
my puppy (Biko), my gerbils 
(Oatmeal and Inky), and a 
scorpion. 


rebarbative. The word means 
annoying or irritating. 


I'm 
half Jewish and half Filipino. 
Make frosty friends to decorate your house eile 


or give as gifts. : and whipped cream 


Use a funnel to pour i \ + the couch 
dry rice—enough to make With « ’ 


a snowperson’s base— ea Wty. 
into a plain white sock. . 
Tie off with a rubber 

band. Add rice to make 
the middle, tie off, and 


the day! 
swam with dolphins in Mexico 


One time I was 


repeat to make a head. reading while 
Tie off the top of the head, I got off the bus, | 
and cut off the remaining and! walked 
top of the sock. right into a pole! 
Vil either 
Make a hat by cutting be a photographer 
the top off a colorful baby or lll work with 
sock, turning up one end. animals. 
Add a ribbon hatband. 
Tie on a fabric scrap for 
a scarf. Make small cuts like taking 
on the ends of the hat the different quizzes. 


or scarf to add fringe. 
duce Uo, 
Use craft glue to Hw g “ety, 
attach colorful beads 
as eyes, anose, anda 


mouth. Let dry. americangirl.com/playmagazine 


Illustrations: Tracey Wood 
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Girls Express 


Kayleigh S 


Age 13, Texas 


ae . 
ox & < 


You could be the winner 


‘1. Write a creative 
story about anything 
you want, as long as 
it’s set in July or 
August. All characters 
and story scenes need 
to be made up by you. 


No smile? That’s OK—these animals 
are adorable anyway. 


—SS SS 
————— 


——— a 


2. Your story should 
be no longer than 1,500 
words, which is about 
five handwritten pages 
or three typed pages. 
Handwritten pages 
should be very neat. 


etn 
An34 Main Str 
ny Wh, eet 


ere, 
(555) 678-5154 9247 


Birthg, 
late: 10, 
Par, 29/02 


ent’s 5; 
3 "S Signature. 


3. Include your first 
and last name, address, 
phone number, school 
picture, and birth date. 
You and your parent 
must sign your story to 
say that you made it up. 


* Aol 


ine 
American Girl Magazin’ 


y place 
go Fairway 2 4 
miadteton, WI 53 *y 


4. Mail your story to 
the address on page 7, 
postmarked no later 
than December 9, 
2011. Winning stories 
will appear in the July/ 
August 2012 issue. 


Ferma C. 


Age 12, Indiana 


Vatherine L. 


Age 8, New York 


We can’t wait to read 
your story! You'll hear 
from us if you win. 
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Heart for the Holidays 


When American girls decide to help others, 
the results are always amazing. 5 


Help for a Friend 


Dear American Girl, 


My mom has always said it’s better to give than to receive. But 
I didn’t really get it until last Christmas, when Tlearned how 
amazing it feels to help someone. After her parents’ divorce, life 
was hard for one of my best friends. She and her mom couldn’ teven 
afford a Christmas tree. How do you have Christmas without a 
Christmas tree? My friend is a really sweet girl—always giving 
hugs and trying to help everyone. 1 started to wonder how I could 
help her in return. . 

After talking to my mom and a few of my friends, we drove to 
a Christmas tree lot, picked out a tree, decorated it with a red 
ribbon, and dropped it of f at my friend’s house with a note. Later 
on, my friend and her mom called. They were so happy, they cried 
into the phone. Hearing their happy voices really, really made my 
whole holiday season. 


Sincerely, 


Aik oan Bikes for Kids 


Dear 


American Girl, 


Sincerely, 


Rilew C 


Age 12, Illinois 


4 x AmericanGirl 


Girls Express 


Dear A 


meri 
american Gj 
20 Girl, 


1 


Sincerely, 


A 
sé ge 9, Arizona ; 


Dear American Girl & 


America” 

We like to help others, 2 when ovr school canceled its adopt-a" 
family program last yean We decided to do our own holiday gift 
collection. Since our birthdays are just about month apart, We 
hada joint birthday party. Instead of gifts for us, We asked our 
guests to bring donations for homeless families toiletries, diapers» 
socks, and gifts for kids such 95 dolls and stuffed animals: 


What woul 
d 
your dream has on 


our community that helps struggling families, including some who 
are the families of our clasemetess Thet® kids are ovr friends, and 


| it’s sad to know that they don’ t have homes and might not have When 
| you daydream, 


what do - 
cout? you think | 


presents. It felt good to make sure that our friends 
got gifts and other things they needed: 
We were pretty happy about it. 


sincerelys cf % 
Megan >: and A\ ye M. Lt wid 


Both age 41, Arizona 


k 


s. 
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Hair Clips 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Attach a scrapbook sticker 
toa hair clip. If the sticker is 
bigger than the clip, cover the | 
back with paper so that it 
won't stick to your hair. | 
So easy and pretty! | 

I 

| 

I 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

I 

| 

| 


On their dream days, 
girlswould — : 

go ona shopping meet their favorite 
spree celebrities 


travel to another 
country 


travel back in time 


When they daydream, 
girls think about 


the future friends 


faraway places famous people 


ameticangir|.com/playmagazine 
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Girls Express 


Reader Recine 
Easy, Cheesy Quesadillas 


g) Place a tortilla on a microwave-safe 
plate. Cover with a thin layer of 
shredded cheese. Add your favorite fillings, 
and then cover with more cheese and 
another tortilla. Ask an adult to microwave 
the quesadilla just until the cheese begins 
to melt. Cut into wedges, and enjoy! 


r Ti > Send your yummy— 
start Y and easy—recipes to 
Wot jonthave the address on page 7. 
ou 
end a“ | 
this recipe 
a\ted crac 
LS 


cLoabed R. 


e Age 9, New York 


Fa 


Starrs ae 


Age 11, Alabama 


Filling ideas: 


Chicken, 


diced 
or ham, turkey, 
ee Ny green Pepper. 

e beans, ) 


rr a 


Prt van 


3 


Deigid 2. 


Age 11, Massachusetts 


Where have you 
and your magazine been? 


Send your photos to the 
address on page 7. 


= 
Girls Express 


Which holiday beverage are you? Take our quiz to find out! 


1. Afun Saturday afternoon for 5. How shy are you? A 
i a. Shy? Are you kidding? I love being n swe rs 


you includes 


a. teaching a game to your friends. the center of attention. 
b. rearranging your bedroom. b. | can be kind of shy, depending Mostly a’s 
c. volunteering at the animal shelter. on whom I’m with. You're sweet but spicy Apple Cider. 
c. I’m not shy when it comes to 
2. Your perfect pet would be making friends. | like talking Mostly b’s 
a. a chameleon. to people. You’re cool, mysterious Eggnog. 
b. a rabbit. fx. 
c. a puppy. LJ ) Mostly c's 


} You're warm, friendly Hot Cocoa. 


3. What movie would you show at C 
your slumber party? 
a. a laugh-out-loud comedy 
b. aspooky thriller 
c. acute animated movie 


4. if you were in a band, you’d be 
a. the lead singer. 
b. the songwriter. 
c. the drummer. 


eoeesceeces POCO OHETEHHHEEEEHEH HEHEHE EHH HEHEHE EEE EEE EEE EHEEEE EEE EEE EEHEEEEHEEEEE EEE EEE EEEEEEHESEHE EEE EEEEEE EEE OO EHEOEOOS 


a! Be sure to include 
, me 

¢ first and lastna 

3 address and phone TF : 

e 
date, including y - 
3 ee sie or other portrait , € 
s' 
e 


©Nnvelope! Print our 
on the front and your 


on the back, 


We can’t Print ever 


address Neatly 
return address 
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You Said It! 


holiday 


peppermint-swirl 
cookies. (G, 


They’re colorful and super delicious! 


Delaney ky 


Age 11, Indiana 


.. mashed 
potatoes. .... 


to eat them on Thanksgiving, 


| F lian H but I'll eat them anytime. 


Age 8, Massachusetts 


my mom’s 


two-layer 
red velvet cake 


with cream-cheese icing. The sad thing is that 


lat ke S, which are yummy | 


potato pancakes. | look forward to 


eating them every Hanukkah. 


| get to eat it only on Christmas! 


Rachel Mi. 


__ Age 11, Oregon 


10 + AmericanGirl 


Next 
question! 


If you could have a 
lifetime supply of 
anything, what would 
you choose and why? 


Cookies won by a crumb over pie, followed 
by turkey, mashed potatoes, and ham. 


Send your answer to the 


address on page 7, along 


with your first and last 


A | need: name, address, school 
You wi or portrait-style photo, 
2 sticks butter softened and birth date. 
: 2/3 cup SY9% = 
A ai/rcups flour 
F \ks 
© 5 egg? 
onvanilla extract , 
1 teaspe oughly Postmark deadline: 
dients together thor ; 
re . —on 
e ata time 


ookies before baking: Some answers will 

appear in the 
May/June 

2012 issue. *« 


a > 
und Photography Styling: Tricia Doherty Mustrati 
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a 
Quiz * 


Party Over 


Three fun holiday bashes—which one should you «y 


3. Imagine your favorite 
room in your dream 
house. It’s... 


a. an arts-and-crafts studio, full of 
bright colors and lots of light— 
so pretty. 

b. a cozy room filled with beanbags 
for people to sink into—so relaxing. 

c. aroom that has trampolines on the 
floor and walls—so much fun! 


“7 
a 4 
en 


4.When nothing else is 
on TV, you'll flip to... 


1. To you, the best part 
of a slumber party is... 


a. giving the others cool new 


hairstyles. 
b, just lying in your sleeping bags, a. a cake-decorating show ona food 
talking. channel—yay, frosting! 


b. a show where people get surprised 
with gifts of help they need—you 
feel like crying, but in a good way. 


c. making up funny dances to all 
your favorite songs. 


e The next book c. a cartoon in which the main 
e 

sk é characters go on wacky 

in your all-time adventures—woo hoo! 


favorite series comes 
out tomorrow. You'll... 


a. create a one-of-a-kind costume 
to wear to the release party. 

b. make plans for all of your friends 
to get together in a few days to 
talk about the book. 

c. spend all day talking to people in 
the same accent the characters 
use in the book. 


5. You’ve bought all your 
presents and have a 
little money left over. 
You spend it on... 


a. tiny stickers to decorate your nails. 
b. supplies to make friendship 
bracelets. 


12. 4 AmericanGirl 


c. a T-shirt that has a joke printed on it. 


Herel! 


6. On Thanksgiving, you'll 
be found... 


a. arranging marshmallows in a fancy 
design atop the sweet-potato 
casserole. 

b. amazing your little cousins with 
your creative stories. 

c. escorting your relatives to the 
table—they laugh when you call 
them “madam” and “my dear sir.” 


7. You'll do anything for a 
good cause, but you’d 
most likely be found... 


a. designing a colorful poster for a 
save-the-park benefit. 

b. spending time with people in 
nursing homes. 

c. organizing a talent show to raise 
money for the arts. 


You’re on your way to... 


You'll have a blast using your artistic 
eye and crafty skills to decorate 
delicious cookies at this party. 
You're known for your big imagination, 
and your friends can’t wait to see 
what you'll dream up next! 


Answers 


Mostly b’s 


You're on your way to... 


Sara's Sing-along Spectacular! 
You'll spread the love by walking 
the neighborhood sharing songs with 
your fellow carolers. You're all 
about brightening people’s days, 
and your friends love that you 
always know just what to say. 


Mostly c’s 


You’re on your way to... 


Victoria's Very Silly Vest-ivall 
You'll fall over laughing with your 
friends at everyone’s wacky holiday 
sweaters and vests. Funny sweater 
or not, you're the life of the party, 
and your friends always want to 
hang with fun, hilarious you. +« 


In front of an ancient 
library in Turkey 


Charles, me, and Shannon 
at Stonehenge, England 


Me with a new friend— 
we had dinner with her 
i family in Turkey. 


\ : Grace toured the world in 
i a big movable home that 
her family built together. 


toasty-warm 


PE 
a 


= : ; * : ; Our RVin 
2) a. 2 is <S eee | the Scottish 
P % : : : : i highlands— 
* : F see our solar 


14 x AmericanGirl = Z " panels? 


y name’s Grace. I’m 13 years old and 
in seventh grade in Florida. This 


school year has been normal. My 
sixth-grade year was unusual, though. My 
family and I spent that year driving all over 
Europe, seeing amazing places, meeting all 
kinds of people, and getting closer as a family 
in the process. 

Even before our trip, I’d seen lots of different 
places. My parents served in the military, which 
means that my older sister, my older brother, 
and I had moved around a lot. We lived in Cali- 
fornia, then Nevada, Florida, and Maryland, and 
finally Italy for the last three years before my 
dad retired from the service. 

When my family found out we would be 
moving to Europe, we were excited to go. Italy is 
beautiful. While we lived there, we were able to 
travel and soak up a lot of the culture. When my 
dad left the military, we had planned to move 
back to the United States, but we weren’t quite 
ready to leave Europe for good. At first my dad 
wanted to get a boat so that we could sail around 
for a year. But that would have limited us to 
seeing only areas near the water. We wanted 
more than that. So we decided to take our trip 
in a recreational vehicle (an RV). 

But we had a problem. Five people living in 
an RV—for a whole year? We couldn’t find a 
vehicle that had enough space to work for our 
family, so my dad decided he’d just make one. 
Who builds an RV?! Turns out, we do. Dad went 
back to the United States to start building while 
we stayed in Italy to finish school. We joined 
him when we were done, and we all pitched in to 
help. Dad and my brother, Charles, were in 
charge of the outside, with help from one of 
Dad’s friends and our grandpa. Mom, my sister, 
Shannon, and I did the inside. We spent summer 
vacation building, sanding, painting, varnishing, 


cleaning, and getting the RV ready to bea 
full-time home for a year. It had a kitchen, 
bathroom, and living space, as well as tiny 
private bedrooms for each of us. We shipped 
the RV to England when it was finished, flew 
over to meet it, and set out on our adventure. 
We had lots of countries to see. 

No matter where we were, our new home 
took some getting used to. I had to leave a lot 
of my stuff behind because so little of it would 
fit into my tiny new room. Our electricity came 
from solar panels, so we always hoped for sunny 
days to generate lots of power. We also had to be 
careful to conserve our water, so we took the 
shortest showers possible and used as little 
water as we could for cooking and cleaning. And 
we were doing home-school, which worked out 
great but was an adjustment. (Going to school 
in pajamas felt odd at first, and my textbooks 
took up a ton of space on my little bookshelf.) 
We lived in a small space, but my family actually 
got along really well. 


Sanding the RV 
took weeks. 


My tiny bedroom 
is below the floor! 


__ My family and our 
home on wheels— 


November/Decémber2011 


No matter what, I made sure to look out my 
window every morning, because the view was 
different every day—England, then France, 
Italy, Greece, Turkey, and lots more countries, 
each special in its own way. In country after 
country, we toured around and tried to pick up 
little bits of the local language. We knew some 
Italian, but that didn’t help us much outside 
Italy. Hand signals worked sometimes, but 
luckily we kept finding people who knew some 
English. We visited local markets, tried new 
foods, and did without some of our favorites. 
(After all, you can’t walk into a store in Albania 
and buy Cap’n Crunch!) 

Everywhere we went, we saw the most amaz- 
ing things. I loved reading about places in my 
textbooks and then getting out of the RV to look 
right at them. (That happened with statues, 
paintings, and places, including the Pont du 
Gard bridge in France. It was built in the first 
century, and I read about it in my history book 


the day before we stopped to see it.) I can’t pick 
a favorite spot, because whichever one we were 
at seemed to be the best at the time. I’ll never 
forget the beautiful landscapes of Scotland, 

the beaches and temples in Sicily, and the huge 
travertines in Turkey, which are made from 
calcium and look like frozen white waterfalls. 
And I'll remember forever how kind and helpful 
people all over the world can be, and how lucky 
I was to have had this amazing experience with 
my family. 

After our trip ended, we moved to Florida 
and are back to living in a house that stays in 
one spot. I’m glad to have a bigger bedroom, to 
be going to school, and to have Cap’n Crunch 
whenever I want it. But seriously, my sister has 


gone away to college, so my close family of five 
is now one member short. We all miss my sister, 
but it makes me happy that my family had this 
great yearlong experience together. I’m thankful 
for that. +« 


Map Key 

BH cccccee Our path 

a Our flight to Europe 
WWE Our route in the RV 


x My favorite spots 
along the way 


A Greek amphitheater—we saw lots 
of these along the way. 


Look! It’s the Pont du Gard, 


OUT MY WINDOW 


EVERY MORNING, 


fee BECAUSE THE VIEW WAS DIFFERENT 


‘EVERY DAY.” 


Girl Time 


Make moments with Grandma even sweeter 
with these creative activities. 


Secret Signs 


Come up with a signal that only the two 
of you will understand. Blinking three 
times might mean “I love you.” Two 
tugs on your ear might mean “Let’s go.” 
What other silly signs can you think of? 


Brag Box 


Keep a special box to store 


pictures, mementos, artwork, 
of report cards, and other stuff to 
show your grandma. After your 
grandma sees the contents of your 
box, store the items elsewhere and 
start fresh for her next visit. Use an 
; old shoe box, or cover a large 
Eat a memorable meal with your ° papier-maché box with nontoxic 
grandma! Picnic at the park. Dine inthe 8 \ acrylic paint, let dry, and then 
den. Bring takeout to the top ofascenic § Sf attach decorative stickers. 
aie 


Photo: © iStockphoto/diane39 


§ hill. Pack a picnic basket, bring a quilt, f 
& and take photos of your special time. yy 


° | Puzzle Post 


Have some really good news to 
send to your grandma? Build up 
her anticipation with a puzzle! 
Write the news on card-stock 
paper, add art or designs, and 
\ cut it up into puzzle pieces. 
Then mail the pieces to your 
grandma. Write “Breaking News” 
: ' on the back of the envelope. 


Photos: Basket—© iStockphoto/diane39 Cameo—® iStockphoto/A_Carina Slippers—© iStockphoto/bibikoff 


Illustrations: Stacy Peterson 


Make a memory by asking your 
grandma about the history behind 
some of her favorite keepsakes. 
Where did she get her Italian cameo 
necklace? Why does she treasure 

the antique quilt on her bed? Who 
earned the old trophies she displays 
in the family room? If you want, share 
some of the stories about your stuff. 


Future Fun 


You and your grandma can try to write a particular meal. Slip the predictions 


predictions for the next month. They 


“Your grandpa gave 


we 


Special 


me this cameo right 
after our first date.” 


Sleepover 
“Wow, it’s Plan a slumber party with 
so pretty!” your grandma! See if you 


canstayoverather ‘yy ™ 
house—without your 
mom or dad. Watch a 
movie, do each other's 
hair, and eat snacks. 


Hearts Apart 


Keep your faraway grandma 
close to your heart by 


% mailing a doodle journal 
back and forth. 

¥ writing a story together 
by e-mail. 

¥ playing a word game online. 


into a box or bag and seal it until the 


can be about anything—the outcome time has passed. Who had the best 
of a TV show, who in the family will earn powers of prediction? 


good grades or win a sporting event, 
or even what a parent will serve for 


just Grandma and vie. 
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Cooking y 


Whip up a world of winter goodies 
with store-bought sweets! 


Snow Buddies 


Make some frosty friends! Coat the top 
of a peanut-butter sandwich cookie 
with white cookie icing. Let harden 
slightly. Add candy sprinkles for eyes, 


nose, mouth, and buttons. Make hats i 
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and scarves by cutting small pieces 
of sour candy belts. 


« 
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Tip: When you 
decorate a sandwich cookie, 
here’s how to get a flat surface: 
Carefully separate the two halves 
of the cookie so that the frosting 
stays on one side. Turn over the 
unfrosted half and put the 
two halves back together. 
Now you can decorate 
the smooth side. 


Manslmallow Mug 


Tip: These recipes 
Here’s a cute cup of cocoa you can eat. use both cookie icing and 
es frosting. “Cookie icing” is 
: |. Break off the curved end of a mini candy a thin glaze that comes ina 
’ cane. Gently press it into the side of a tube. “Frosting” is thicker 
: 

é 

f 

é 

. 

; 


regular-sized marshmallow to make a mug. and fluffier than icing 
and comes ina 


2. Use a few dabs of cookie icing to attach Re plastic tub. 
the marshmallow to a thin ginger cookie. = 


2 Spread a circle of icing on top of the 
marshmallow. Add a layer of brown 
candy sprinkles for the hot cocoa. 


\s 


| Candy “Wreaths 


Ring in the season! Use dabs of cookie icing 

to attach green candy-coated chocolates to 

a ring-shaped butter cookie. Use clean kitchen 
scissors to cut a bow shape from a sour candy 
belt. Attach it to the wreath with icing. 


este 
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Make sparkly tree treats. Start with 

an ice cream cone and turn it upside 
down. Coat the cone with a thin layer 
of frosting, and sprinkle colored sugar 
on top. Add powdered sugar for snow. 


x American Girl 
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e 
These mini treats are short and sweet. 


a Use a butter knife to make two small holes in the top 
of a doughnut hole. Squeeze a little cookie icing inside. 
Place a round colored candy into each hole for ears. 


2. Usea toothpick to make a hole in the back of 
the doughnut. (If necessary, move the toothpick 
around to make the hole larger.) For a tail, attach 
a piece of licorice string by pressing the end 
inside the hole. 


5. Using icing, attach candy sprinkles 
for the eyes and nose. 


Decorate cookies with sweet words. Cover 
the top of a sandwich cookie with white 
cookie icing. Let harden. Then use candy 
letters (available in the cake-decorating 
department at craft stores) to spell out 
words. Attach the letters with dabs of icing. 


e es 

Mint Swinla 

Dress up a cookie with a holiday design. Cover the 
top of a mint-chocolate sandwich cookie with 
white cookie icing. Before the white icing sets, 
squeeze a dot of red icing into the center. Starting 
in the red dot, drag a toothpick through the icing 


to the edge of the cookie. Repeat all around the 
dot to make a swirl. Let set. 


“es * 
Ere 3: canine Ran 
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No snow? Use frosting and cookie icing to “paint” Decorate with cookie 
winter scenes on graham crackers or flat cookies. icing first and let harden. 
Add candy sprinkles for trees, ornaments, and Then add frosting. 

other decorations. 


Drag a toothpick 


through frosting to 
create lines or swirls. 


e 
Munch of the Penguins 
Turn common cookies into bitty birds. 


L. start witha regular-sized chocolate 
sandwich cookie. Gently separate the two 
halves of the cookie so you have two circles. 


2. Break one circle in half and set aside. 
Spread a small amount of white cookie 
icing on the other circle. 


3. Press the two halves of the first circle onto 
the second to make the penguin’s wings. 


4. using frosting, attach a mini sandwich 
cookie on top for the head. 


5. Attach candy sprinkles for the eyes and 
a piece of orange candy for the beak. 


Sweet Stacka 


Try these crunchy cookie sandwiches. 


% New Year's Confetti: Spread white 
frosting between two vanilla wafer 
cookies. Roll the edge in colored 
candy sprinkles. 


% Gingersnap Spice: Mix ¥2 teaspoon 
of cinnamon into 2 cup of cream- 
cheese frosting. Spread the frosting 
between two gingersnaps. Roll the 
edge in yellow sugar. 


%# Peppermint Crunch: Spread vanilla 
frosting between two chocolate 
wafer cookies. Roll the edge in 
crushed peppermint candy. +« 


oo 
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\“ Test your friendship IQ with this just-for-fun qu 


co] 


1. What are your 
favorite shoes? 
%& You: 


% Your 
friend: 


2. Would you rather have a 
birthday cake that looks 
like your face or like a 
fairy-tale castle? 

% You: 


LL 


% Your 
friend: 


3. What’s your favorite 
breakfast cereal? 
% You: 


4. What movie have you seen 
more times than any other? 
%& You: 


% Your 
friend: 


5. Who is your favorite 
author? 
¥ You: 


% Your 
friend: 


6. Would you rather go on 
vacation with a family 
of monkeys or a pod of 
dolphins? 

%¥ You: 


% Your 
friend: 


7. What’s your favorite 
ice cream flavor? 
% You: 


% Your 
friend: 


8. Would you rather design 
snowboards or compete 
in a snowboard race? 

% You: 


% Your 
friend: 


9. If you could pick your own 
first name, what would it be? 
% You: 


%¥ Your 
friend: 


10. What band would play at 
your dream birthday party? 
%¥ You: 


% Your 
friend: 


11. Would you rather have very 
long green hair or very short 
pink hair? 
¥ You: 


% Your 
friend: 


12. What’s your good-luck 
charm? 
% You: 


%& Your 
friend: 
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Use colorful ribbons to make last-minute gifts. 


Photo Frame 


Perfect for: parents or grandparents 


1. start with a small white cardboard 
photo mat and a roll of 5-inch-wide 
(or wider) sheer ribbon. Cut the 
ribbon into long strips. Tape the 
end of a ribbon strip to the back 
of the photo mat. 


2. Start wrapping the ribbon around 
the frame, overlapping each wrap 
slightly. When you reach the end of 
the strip, tape it to the back of the 
frame and trim the extra ribbon. 
Continue wrapping with a new strip. 
(You may want to wrap each side of 
the frame separately.) 


Sy When the whole frame is wrapped, 
fasten the end of the ribbon to the 
back with tape. Trim excess ribbon. 


4.10 make a hanger, cut a 12-inch-long 
piece of ribbon. Tape the ends to the 
back of the frame. Then tape a photo 
inside the frame. 
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Perfect for: a teammate 


1. Use scissors to cut a piece of 


¥e-inch-wide ribbon (3 feet long for 
a bulletin board garland, 1% feet 
long for a locker-sized garland). 
Tape each end of the ribbon to 

the edge of a table. 


2. Cuta 10-inch piece of %-inch-wide 


ribbon. Hold both ends of the 
ribbon together to form a loop. 

Tie the wider ribbon loop onto the 
hanging ribbon by pulling the ends 
through the loop. 


——_ 

j 
3. Repeat step 2 with more 10-inch 
pieces of ribbon. Space the knotted 
ribbons equally along the garland. 
Tell your teammate to hang the 
garland wherever she wants to show 
her team spirit. 
otationery set 
Perfect for: a faraway friend or 
a favorite teacher 
Add style to plain cards and pens! 
Start with a blank greeting card. Cut 
ribbon into short pieces. Arrange 
the pieces into stripes or a design, 
and attach them with Glue Dots. Trim 
any ribbon that hangs over the edge. 


For the pen: Cover a pen with Glue Dots. 
Starting at the bottom of the pen, wrap 
aribbon around it until the whole pen 

is covered. Fasten the end of the ribbon 
at the top with a Glue Dot. 


Bracelets 


Perfect for: your BFF 


Make a stack of bracelets! Cut a piece of 
ribbon that can wrap around your wrist 
with ¥2-inch overlap. Dab craft glue on the 
ribbon ends so that they won't fray. Let dry. 


Attach a piece of adhesive VELCRO® 
hook-and-loop fastener at one end of the 
ribbon. Attach the other half of the 
hook-and-loop fastener at the other end, 
on the opposite side of the ribbon. Now 
the bracelet is ready to wrap and wear! + 
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Christmas 
Tree 


Helena is trying to make a perfect Christmas for 
her family—but it’s all going wrong! 


by Teresa Cotsirilos 


a ee 


hree days before Christmas, Helena’s mom, 
the great Dr. Patashnik, got trapped in an 
airport in Chicago. 

Two weeks before that, she had packed up her 
suitcase, tweaked Helena’s nose, and flown to 
Chicago on one of her work trips. “Love you, 
monkey,” she'd told Helena, as always. “Be a rock- 
star big sis to your brother and sister, OK?” 

Then came the blizzard. It hit overnight. The 
man on the news said that it was the worst storm 
in Chicago in more than ten years—and that the 
airports were closed. So Dr. Patashnik was stuck, 
and there was nothing they could do about it. 

“Your mom’s doing everything she can,” 
Helena’s dad, Mr. Patashnik, said over dinner. 
“But I just want to warn you guys that she probably 
won’t make it home in time for Christmas.” 

Helena bit her lip. She’d spent days planning 
out what she and her mom would talk about when 
she got back. Helena glanced nervously at her 
brother and sister. Christopher had pulled up 
the shirt of his tugboat pajamas and was poking 
unhappily at his belly button. Lily was squinting 
at their dad as if she was trying to figure out how 
big a tantrum she should throw. 

“Mom said that she’d decorate the tree with 
us,” Lily said. 

“Well,” Mr. Patashnik said tiredly, “we're just 
going to celebrate Christmas a few days late this 
year, that’s all.” 

“That’s dumb,” said Lily. 

“Lily, that’s not nice. Say you’re sorry.” 

“You're sorry,” said Lily. “Ha-ha, get it?” 

“Lily!” her dad shouted. 

Lily got up and stomped upstairs. Christopher 
started to cry. 

Mr. Patashnik pinched the bridge of his nose 
and closed his eyes. “Could you go deal with your 


sister, please?” he asked Helena, and then he 


moved to give Christopher a hug. Helena got up, 
cleared both her dishes and Lily’s without being 
asked to, and ran upstairs. Being a rock-star big 
sis to Lily could be a full-time job sometimes. 

Lily wasn’t in her bedroom—she was camped 
out in Helena’s, lying on her floor and staring up 
at her ceiling, where Helena had taped up a 
constellation of glow-in-the-dark stars. “How are 
you not mad right now?” Lily asked Helena as soon 
as she walked in. 

Half of Helena wanted to hug her. The other 
half felt like giving her a shove. Of course she 
was mad right now. “It’ll be OK,” she said instead. 
“We'll still get to decorate the tree.” 


elena’s mom loved Christmas. “I like throw- 

ing snowballs at your dad,” she had told 

Helena. “I like that the hospital where I 
work smells like surgical tape and peppermint.” 
Most of all, though, her mom loved decorating the 
Christmas tree, and it usually took the Patashniks 
the whole day to put up their decorations. First 
Dr. Patashnik would turn on her special Christmas 
CD. Next she and Mr. Patashnik put up the lights. 
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Then she’d put on her Santa hat and take down 
the boxes of red and green ornaments. “Be careful 
with these,” she’d warn Lily and Christopher every 
year. Lily had a temper, and Christopher was 
a little kid with a big imagination, so neither one 
of them was usually careful with anything—but 
they always listened to their mom. She was good 
at taking care of people and making it look easy. 
After her mom started traveling for her job, 
Helena became an expert at helping take care 
of things, too. She learned how to help her dad 
sort the laundry into colors and whites, and how 


first thirty seconds. Then it just got annoying. 

“She’s going to be home soon,” she said, and 
glanced at Lily. Lily hesitated, and then forced a 
smile. Helena could tell that she was still upset. 
She was trying hard not to be, though. Helena 
loved her for it. 

Step one was the Christmas tree lights, and 
no one knew where they were. Helena turned it 
into a game—they pretended to be Christmas 
pirates looking for treasure and crept through 
each room of the house on tiptoe, hiding behind 
furniture, speaking in whispers. They finally 


‘It’s still Christmas,” she told Christopher and 


Lily the next morning. “Even if Mom’s not here.” 


(7% 


to unload the dishwasher, and how to make pea- 
nut butter and banana sandwiches for Lily’s and 
Christopher’s lunches—all without being told. Mr. 
Patashnik worked from a small home office in the 
attic, and when he was busy, Helena played Crazy 
Eights with Lily or pretended to be a dinosaur 
with Christopher, just to keep them from getting 
disruptive. 

After all that, how hard could it be to decorate 
a Christmas tree? She’d helped her mom do it so 
many times. 

“It’s still Christmas,” she told Christopher and 
Lily the next morning. “Even if Mom’s not here.” 

“It’s not the same,” said Christopher. Helena 
gave him a hug. She didn’t want him to start cry- 
ing again. Whenever Christopher cried, Helena 
felt as if her heart was quite literally going to 
break into pieces—at least she felt that way for the 


K AmericanGirl 


found the lights in their parents’ closet, behind 
Mr. Patashnik’s shoes. “OK, great. Let’s move the 
box downstairs,” said Helena. 

“Pirates!” yelled Christopher, and he started 
attacking Mr. Patashnik’s coats. 

“Christopher! Stop it. The pirate game’s over,” 
Helena said. 

There was a big mirror in their parents’ closet. 
Christopher jumped in front of it, stared at him- 
self, and then pretended to get into a sword fight. 
Lily and Helena looked at each other and tried not 
to giggle. 

The Christmas tree that the Patashniks had 
chosen this year was twice as tall as Helena 
was and reminded her of something out of The 
Nutcracker. She looked at the tangle of Christmas 
lights and felt a little queasy. How were they going 
to do this? 


“Tll get a chair from the kitchen,” Helena said, 


“and I'll stand on that. Lily, you and Christopher 
start untangling the lights.” 

“T don’t know if that’s a good idea,” said Lily. 
She pointed at Christopher, who was still fighting 
invisible Christmas pirates and was now skipping 
in circles around the tree. 

“Just do it. It’ll work,” Helena said without 
really believing it. “You just hand the lights up 
to me as you untangle them, and I'll put them up.” 

She placed the chair next to the Christmas = 
tree, and it creaked as she stepped up onto it. 
Instinctively, Helena grabbed on to the tree for 
support—and the tree started to sway, too. 

“Bad idea!” she said quickly. “Lily, can you 
hold the chair steady? I need help getting down!” 
“T can’t!” said Lily. “Stop it, Christopher!” 
“Yaaaaarg!” said Christopher. He’d gotten 
hold of the Christmas lights and was now trying 
to wrap them around the chair. “I’m tying you up! 

I’m tying you up!” 

Lily grabbed hold of the lights and tried to 
yank them away. “We’re NOT PIRATES any- 
more!” she shouted. 

“No, no, it’s my treasure!” Christopher said. 

“Lily!” said Helena. The chair shook under- 
neath her feet. “Just ignore him! Help!” 

“Pirates don’t even use lights!” Lily said, 
tugging harder on the lights. 

“It’s mine!” said Christopher, and he tugged 
harder, too. 

“What are you kids doing down here?” They 
looked up. Mr. Patashnik had emerged from his 
office and was standing at the top of the stairs. 

“Help!” said Helena. “Help!” And then, with a ; 
lurch and a rustle of pine needles, the Christmas ei 
tree started to fall. 
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& & am extremely upset,” said Helena’s dad, 
. : “with all of you.” 


There were still a few pine needles stuck 
in his beard. He’d managed to grab Helena in time 
to keep her from falling, but the tree had crashed 
hard against the wall. It had left a big black 
scratch mark there and had almost smashed all 
the presents underneath it. It took Mr. Patashnik 
ten minutes to get it upright again. 

Christopher was still holding the lights, and 
he looked miserable. Lily fidgeted with her shoe- 
laces. “Can we think this is funny yet?” she asked. 

“No!” Mr. Patashnik said. “That was really, 
really dangerous! The three of you know how hard 
it is to put up the lights. That’s why your mom and 
I do it every year. What were you thinking?” 

Helena picked more pine needles out of her 
hair. “We just wanted to help—” she began. 

“Well, you should have talked to me about it, 
Helena,” said Mr. Patashnik. “I trust you to help 
take care of your brother and sister. You should 
have known better than this!” 

Helena’s face burned. 

“That’s not fair, Dad,” said Lily, and Helena 
gave her a weak thank-you smile. 

Mr. Patashnik sighed. “Guys, your mom called 
this morning,” he said. “She was going to try to 
take a train home, but it looks as if that’s closed 
down, too. I know this situation’s hard on all of us, 
but in order to get through this, we have to use 
our heads, not fight, and be good to each other. 
Got it?” 

Helena chewed her lip. She was getting tired 
of being the rock star. 


he next day was Christmas Eve. Mr. 
Patashnik woke up early, put the lights on 


the tree, and made oatmeal for breakfast. 
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He had turned on Dr. Patashnik’s Christmas CD 
and moved the boxes of Christmas ornaments to 
the living room. Helena could tell he was trying to 
smooth things over from the day before. 

“OK,” he said, grinning, “now I don’t want any- 
one standing on any chairs today.” Christopher 
giggled and looked happy to have been forgiven. 
Lily smiled in spite of herself. Helena knew that 
her dad was trying to be funny, but she didn’t 
quite have it in her to laugh yet. “The ornaments 
are right there, so knock yourselves out. And if 
you need any help at all, I am right here.” 

It should have been fun. The colorful lights on 
the tree were glowing. The oatmeal was hot with 
streaks of brown sugar in it. But as she hung the 
ornaments on the tree, Helena couldn’t stop think- 


ing some of the things Lily had said over the past 
few days. How are you not mad right now?... That’s 
not fair... 

“Christopher,” Helena said, “space out the 
ornaments, OK? You don’t want all the red ones to 


> 


get clumped together on one side of the tree.” 

“But the red ones have to stay close together 
because they’re friends,” said Christopher. 

“Well, never mind then,” she said. 

Lily nudged Helena’s arm with her shoulder. 
“Are you OK?” she whispered as she carefully 
picked up one of the boxes of ornaments. 

“I’m fine.” 

“Because you sound a little like Dad does 
when he’s mad but is trying not to be.” 

“I’m fine,” said Helena. 

There was a crash and then a sickening 
crunch. Helena turned around. Lily was sprawled 
out on the floor. She had tripped on the rug and 
dropped the box of Dr. Patashnik’s ornaments. 
Shards of green and red glass fanned out across 
the carpet. 

The house went very quiet. “Oh no,” said 
Christopher. 

Lily looked up at Helena, wide-eyed. “I’m 
sorry,” she said quickly. 

Mr. Patashnik bolted to Lily. “Get away from 
the glass!” 

Lily didn’t say anything. She was staring at 
Helena. Helena felt as if she was having trouble 
breathing. “Those are Mom’s ornaments, and 
Mom always told you to be careful with them!” 
Helena yelled—and left the room. 


he was lying on her bed when Mr. Patashnik 
quietly walked in. He sat down on the edge 
of the bed, sighed, and patted her knee 
absentmindedly. 

“Well, the good news is that Lily’s OK,” he 
said. “You should’ve seen how upset she was.” 

Helena felt as if she was going to cry. It was 
true that Lily was a hurricane of a kid who got 
angry easily, but she was also one of the only 
people who always knew what Helena was 
thinking. “I shouldn’t have gotten so mad at her,” 


/ want to get angry like Lily! thought Helena. 
/ want to be stuck in Chicago like Mom! 


“Helena, I’m sorry!” Lily yelled after her. 
I want to get angry like Lily! thought Helena. 
I want to be stuck in Chicago like Mom! 


she said. “It wasn’t her fault.” 
“I know,” he said. They were quiet for a 
moment. “Wanna tell me what’s up?” he asked. 
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opened her eyes—and saw Lily and Christopher 
grinning back at her. 
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“Nothing,” Helena said. She felt like a liar 
when she said it. “Actually, I’m mad at you and 
Mom,” she said. 

Mr. Patashnik was quiet for a moment. “You 
are?” he asked. 

“IT wish Mom didn’t go on so many work trips,” 
Helena said. “And I don’t like to be in charge of so 
much stuff.” 

“I know. She wishes she didn’t have to travel 
so much,” said Mr. Patashnik. “She loves you guys 
more than anything. Helena,” he said, “I want 
you to know that your mom and I know how hard 
you've been working to take care of things. You're 
a really good big sister, and we're proud of you.” 

“I just wish it wasn’t so hard,” Helena said. 

Mr. Patashnik smiled. “I know.” 

“Do you know when Mom’s coming home?” 

He sighed. “The last time I talked to her, she 
said the roads were getting cleared, and she was 
going to try to rent a car. I promise that she will 
come home as soon as she can.” 

Helena wiped her eyes. “I just really wanted 
this to be a good Christmas.” 

“It’s going to be,” Mr. Patashnik said. 

“How many of the ornaments broke?” Mr. 
Patashnik didn’t say anything. Helena closed her 
eyes. What was a Patashnik family Christmas 

without a Patashnik family tree? 

“Can I be alone now?” Helena asked. 

“Yes. But I’m here when you're ready to talk 
more, honey. I love you.” 


n Christmas morning, Helena slept in 


and woke up to the sound of Christmas 
carols on the stereo downstairs. She 


“Gaah! Don’t you guys knock?” asked Helena, 


sitting upright. 

Lily turned to Christopher. “Tell her what 
we did.” 

Christopher couldn’t stop giggling. Both he 
and Lily looked as if they’d been up to something 
and had gotten very little sleep. “We made youa 
surprise,” he said, dancing up and down a little. 

“You need to see it,” Lily said. “Let’s go.” 

Helena rubbed her eyes. “Lily,” she said, “I’m 
really sorry about yesterday.” 

“No, I’m sorry,” said Lily. “I was so scared 
I messed up everything. I didn’t know that the 
tree was so important to you.” 

She and Helena looked at each other, They 
weren't just sisters, Helena thought suddenly. Lily 
was her friend. 

“Come on, you guys, let’s go,” said Christopher. 
They went downstairs. 


It was snowing quietly outside, and the 


Patashniks’ little house was cozy and silent. All 
the lights had been turned off except for the lights 
on the tree, and the living room glowed dimly as if 
lit by candlelight. Mr. Patashnik was sitting cross- 
legged on the floor on a big picnic blanket. Beside 
him were four plates of chocolate chip pancakes 
and a big bowl of green and red gummy worms. 
He was wearing their mom’s Santa hat and looked 
very pleased with himself. 

Lily and Christopher giggled. “Do you like it?” 
Lily asked Helena. 

“Those are special Christmas bugs,” said 
Christopher, pointing to the gummy worms. 

“We figured there’s no way to make this a 
normal Christmas, so Lily and Christopher came 
up with some new traditions,” Mr. Patashnik said. 

Helena smiled. Anyone could have a nice normal 
Christmas with a nice normal Christmas tree, but 


American Girl magazine’s story contest— 


writing. Like Helena’s mom, Christmas 


only Lily and Christopher could have come up with 
a Christmas as weird and as happy as this one. “It’s 
perfect,” Helena said. 

And in a weird and happy way, it was. They 
turned the music to The Beatles instead of to 
Christmas carols. After they opened their presents, 
they pretended to be dinosaurs and pirates with 
Christopher and played Crazy Eights with Lily. 
They watched Shrek instead of old black-and-white 
Christmas movies, they ate Oreos instead of 
drinking eggnog, and Mr. Patashnik read The 
Phantom Tollbooth to them until Christopher 
and Lily fell asleep. The best part of the evening, 
though, happened right before Helena went to bed. 
As she turned off the light in her room, she looked 
out the window and saw a dark car park silently 
in front of her house. 

Her mom was home. +« 


_Meetthe Author 


| 
| age 12 ~~ When I was 12, I won | 


twice! Ten years later, I’ve graduated from | 
college, and now I’m pursuing a career in 


is my favorite holiday—but I’ve never | 
knocked down a tree! | 
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Adorn your doll with gold. For hair 
accessories or necklaces, use 

to attach to 

and 


Mystery Mask 
Will friends be able to guess who’s behind 
the mask at your doll’s next dance? Visit 
to print 
a mask pattern. Cut out the pattern’s 
eyeholes, and trace the pattern onto the 
back of white glittery craft foam. Cut out 
the mask and decorate it with sequins, 
3-D jewel stickers, and trim. Attach a 
ribbon strap to each side with a Glue Dot. 


Qi Give your doll a fanciful handbag to 
carry her hanky. Before starting, ask 
a parent if you can cut the small watch 
pocket from an Trim 
closely around the pocket seam. Decorate 
the purse with 

and For a strap, use to 
attach or inside the bag. 
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Read more 
about costume balls 
in 1853 New Orleans 
in 
and A 4 
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Nicole, Anne, Lizzy, and Sophie are ready to hit the slopes! 
Can you find five five-pointed snowflakes on their outfits? 


How many triangles can you find on this mountain range? 


Answer: 


In each of these lists, all the letters come from Kari K., age 9, of Ohio is sharing some 
things you might wear for skiing. Write the words winter fun with her dog. The name of Kari’s dog 
in the blanks. We’ve done the first one for you. is also something you can make in the snow. 


Fill in the missing letters to discover the name. 


mint, nest, tent 
eggs, goes, lose 
act, cat, oat 
arc, far, cars 
frame, rams, surf 


water, star, sweet 
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tintinnabulation” is hidden in this word search 
diagonally to find the word. 
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“As Jessie sat and drank hot 
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chocolate, she could hear the tintinnabulation of 


holiday music throughout the ski lodge.” 


How to say it: tin 
One way to use it: 


What 
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Mustrations: Laura Comell 


Dear American Girl, 


I broke my foot, and now I’m going to have to 
wear a walking cast all through the holidays! 
I’m so slow, and it’s ruining my holiday spirit. 


auch a drag 


No doubt about it—a broken foot is no fun. But a great way to fire up 
your holiday spirit is to find joy in giving. Help coordinate a food drive. 
Make cards for military members serving overseas. You'll feel a glow 
from helping others—and you'll remember that you've actually got a 


lot to be thankful for, no matter how slowly you're getting around. 


Dear American Girl, 


I just found out that I’m allergic : 


to chocolate. But I LOVE 
chocolate, and it’s everywhere. 
How can I keep myself from 
being tempted to eat it? 

Help! 

It won't be easy, but you can do it. 
First, remember how bad choco- 


late makes you feel when you eat 


it. (Yuck.) Second, try snacks made : 
with carob, which is a healthy food : 


that tastes a lot like chocolate. And : 


third, give vanilla a chance. It’s 


truly yummy. Try not to let this get : 


you down—after all, you could 


have become allergic to ALL treats! : 


* 


Dear American Girl, 

I have trouble focusing on my 
homework. I just don’t want to 
spend my time out of school 
doing schoolwork. But I have 
to do it. Can you help? 
homework 

It’s easy to see why you want to be 
done with school when the bell 
rings. But homework is a big part 
of learning. So make a routine that 
leaves time for you and your work. 
Come home, have a snack, and 
really relax. Then hit the books, 
with the goal of being done by 
dinner. That way, the evening can 


be just for fun and relaxation. 


* 


Dear American Girl, 

My mom swears a lot. It makes 
me feel like crying every time 
she does it. I understand that 
she’s stressed out, but I want her 
to stop saying bad words. 
Cursed 

This is tricky. But chances are, your 
mom doesn’t know how her words 
affect you. Write her a letter that 
clearly describes how you feel when 
you hear bad language—whether 
you feel worried, mad, sad, or 


scared. Be honest about how 


hearing it makes you feel like crying. 


Then ask if you can come up with a 


solution together. Good luck. 


* 
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Dear American Girl, 

I’m in a play. I wanted the lead 
role, but I got a very small part 
instead. The problem is, my 
friend and I tried out for the 
play to do something together, 
and then she got the lead role! 
Now we're not even practicing 
on the same days. Help! 
minor role 


Dear American Girl, 

I’ve got the lead role in a play— 
the same role that my friend 
tried out for and really wanted. 
We hoped to act together in 

the play, but I never see her at 
rehearsals. I’ve got butterflies 
about my performance and 
about my friendship, too. 


the Star 


Minor Role, could you get together with your friend after rehearsals and 


help her practice her lines? That's a different way to work together, but 


you'd be acting like a really good friend, something your friend will 


remember long after the play is over. Star, take time to focus on your 


friend's world, and let her help you if she offers—after all, feeling confident 


about your lines will help you feel better about performing. All friendships 


have their ups and downs, and it’s great when friends can support each 


other no matter what—even in tough situations like this one. 


x AmericanGirl 


Do you and 
a friend need advice 
about one problem? Each 
of you can write a letter 
telling your own side of the 

story. Mail letters in one 

envelope to the address 
on page 47. 
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Dear American Girl, 
Last year, my friend got me a 
gift, but I forgot to give her one! 
I told her I was sorry, but she 
still brings it up. What can I do 
to make it up to her this year? 
Guilt 
It could be that your friend doesn’t 
care about the gift itself. Forgetting 
her probably was a simple mistake, 
but it might have made her feel as 
if she’s not very important to you. 
So give a gift that celebrates your 
friendship. Create a collage all about 
her. Or type up a long list of friend- 
ship memories and give it to her in 
a nice frame. If you show that you 
care, your friend should feel better. 
To readers: Have you gottena 
gift from someone unexpected and 
had nothing to give to that person? 
Awkward. So make a pile of little 
presents—such as tiny bags of 
candy or friendship bracelets—to 
keep with you during the holidays. 
Tie a ribbon and a blank tag around 
each. That way, if you get a surprise 
gift, you'll have something small to 
give in return. Happy holidays! 
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MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 
I like to knit. So what’s the 
problem? All my friends call 


me “Grandma” when I knit at 
school. It’s not nice. 


knitter 


It’s NOT nice. Name-calling is never : 


OK. But chances are, people are 


just teasing because they don’t get : 


what you’re doing. If these people 
are close friends, tell them how 
you feel and ask them to stop. 
Otherwise, try, “Really? You're 
making fun of me because I can 
make things? Check this out—it’s 
going to be a great scarf when it’s 
done. | can teach you if you want.” 
Keep on knitting. That's a cool skill. 
*« 
Dear American Girl, 
Whenever I hang out with my 
friend, she texts on her phone 
the entire time. I’ve planned 
active stuff for us to do so that 
she can’t use her phone, but 
whenever it vibrates, she stops 
whatever we’re doing to answer. 
Mad 
Your friend’s behavior sends the 
message that anyone who texts 
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her deserves her attention more 


than you, the one who is with her. 


Many people do this, so your friend : 
might not realize that it’s rude. Next : 
time, say, “I feel offended when you ; 


text while we're hanging out. Can 
you text her later?” Or “You seem 
busy, so I’m going to go. See you.” 


It might take time for your friend to 


break the habit, so hang in there. 
S 4 

Dear American Girl, 

This is the time of year when 

relatives always ask me about 

the gifts I want. I’m tempted to 

ask for what I really want, but 

I end up not doing it. I’m afraid 

that I’ll seem selfish if I do. 

not askin 


Nice! You a that it’s good : 
: Middleton, WI 53562 


to be gracious when it comes to 


gifts. But your relatives want to get 
you something you'll like, and it’s 
not selfish at all to help them out. 
If you don’t want to name specific 
things, say, “Thanks for asking!” 
and list your favorites: “I like music 
downloads, dolphins, art supplies, 
and anything bright green.” End 
with, “I’m sure whatever you pick 
will be awesome.” Hope you get 


what you wish for! Happy holidays. 
« 


Advice from Uou. 
“Everyone has bad days. When- 
ever I’m not feeling good about 
myself, | make a list of the 
things | like about myself. | like 
my smile, my attitude, and my 
laugh, and saying that out loud 


wn” 
! 


makes me feel happier. Try it 


Morgan By 
Age 13, Virginia 


: Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
: Help! 
: American Girl magazine 


8400 Fairway Place 
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: : ginapen “pa 9: Gifts.” 
Looks like they 
had fun! 
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the Scenes 


_ Wishing you a warm and 
wonderful holiday season! 


Savannah S., 
age 11, of Wisconsin was 
surprised when she saw her 
March/April 2011 issue of 
American Girl—the kitten on 
the cover looks just like 
her cat, Tigger! 
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Ring in the holidays at American Girl—where even her doll gets to dine! 
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Decorate your room with a garland of goodies! First punch out 

the snowman shapes. Then string each snowman on one long 
piece of yarn by threading the yarn through both holes. 


jotography Styling: Tricia Doherty 
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